
	Subject: History
	Year 3 and 4
	Term: Summer A
	Topic: Ancient Civilisations

	Key Objectives:

What is a civilisation? What was The rise of ancient Sumer? Do you think ancient Egyptian civilisation were similar or different to ancient Sumer? What was life like in ancient Egypt? How was life different depending on which hierarchy you were in? Who was Howard Carter and what did he discover?

Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 
Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 


	Elicitation task: What is a civilisation? What features do civilised societies have?



	
	Curriculum Links:
Link with English with the ancient Egyptian narrative writing.

Link with DT/Art with modelling clay pots in Egyptian style.

	Vocabulary: ancient, civilisation, Egypt, Pharaoh, pyramid
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Retrieval Focus
[bookmark: _heading=h.tn8v355aig1o]Revise BC/AD timeline and overview of prehistoric/historic ages.

	Substantive knowledge
[bookmark: _GoBack]This project teaches children about the history of three of the world’s first ancient civilisations: ancient Sumer, ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley civilisation. Children will learn about the rise, life, achievements and eventual end of each civilisation
	Disciplinary knowledge
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 
Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms. 
Present a thoughtful selection of relevant information in a historical report, fictional narrative, in-depth study or by answering a range of historical questions.
Explain how artefacts provide evidence of everyday life in the past.


	Lesson 1
	What is a civilisation?
Key terms to describe the features of a civilisation include art, city, culture, hierarchy, infrastructure, invention, religion, trade and writing.
 

	Lesson 2
	What was the rise of ancient Sumer?
Ancient Sumer was the first civilisation to develop c4500 BC. Nomads settled there because of the food and water available in the Fertile Crescent.
In pairs, children research an element of ancient Sumer to present to class.


	Lesson 3
	What was life like in ancient Egypt?
 Ancient Egyptian civilisation grew around the banks of the Nile c3100 BC to 30 BC because there was fertile soil in the floodplains.
Ancient Egyptian wealthy people lived in comfortable houses with gardens and pools. They enjoyed hunting, banquets, music, dancing and games.
Ancient Egyptian poor people lived in small, flat-roofed houses and did specialised jobs inside the city or worked on farms.

	Lesson 4
	Compare ancient Egyptian civilisation with ancient Sumer.
Use what we have learned about ancient Sumer and ancient Egypt to discuss what was the same and what was different.

‘Why do you think there are similarities and differences between the ancient Sumer and the ancient Egyptian civilisations?' Encourage children to think about location, proximity to each other, trade, the needs of the people, the natural resources available and the fact that both civilisations coexisted, to aid their thinking.


	Lesson 5
	How was life different depending on which hierarchy you were in? 

The ancient Egyptian hierarchy had the pharaoh at the top followed by the vizier, priests, scribes and soldiers, craftspeople and merchants, peasant farmers and slaves.

	Lesson 6
	Who was Howard Carter and what did he discover?
The 20th century discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb by British archaeologist Howard Carter enabled historians to learn more about ancient Egyptian pharaohs.




