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Towers, Tunnels 
and Turrets
Castles
A castle is a structure that was built to protect the 
people who lived inside from their enemies. Most 
castles were built hundreds of years ago. They 
were usually built high up on a hill so that people 
could see if their enemies were coming. 

Jobs in a castle
Many different people lived and worked in a castle. 

•	 The Lord and his family owned and lived in 
the castle.

•	 The steward was in charge of running the 
castle. 

•	 The knights defended the castle and fought for 
their lord. 

•	 The ladies-in-waiting looked after the ladies 
who lived in the castle. 

•	 The cooks prepared the food.

•	 The gong scourer cleaned out the castle 
toilets.

Towers
A tower is a tall, narrow structure. Towers are built 
for many different purposes.
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Famous castles in the UK
The United Kingdom has many significant castles. 

Parts of a castle

CN Tower, Toronto, Canada

Eiffel Tower, Paris, France

Big Ben, London, England

Tokyo Skytree, Tokyo, Japan

The first castles were made from wood but these 
were easy to burn down.

Later castles were built using stone so they were 
stronger and harder to attack.
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