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Dear Parents 
 

It was so nice to see the children
again after the half term break. Our
assembly focus on Monday was
about the learning power of
thinking. I set the children a
problem to solve in their classes
after assembly and I’m pleased to
see the children have been using
their thinking skills all week. Lessons
have been full of children explaining
their reasoning and spending time
on a problem, even when it gets
difficult. 
 
As many of you know, Stephen
Saunders-Hill has not been in the
kitchen for the last few weeks as he
was recovering from a short illness.
We’re are pleased to say he’ll be
back on Monday and is really
looking forward to seeing the
children again. I’d like to thank Amy
Symons for stepping into Steve’s
shoes and helping Donna serve the
wonderful dinners that our children
(and staff) love. 
 
Despite the gloomy weather, our
OPAL environment has shone this
week. A number of children built a
huge fort from tyres, pallets and
tarpaulins which they’ve been
playing in all week. At Beaford,
we’re committed to getting the
children an outdoor playtime in all
but the most severe weather and it’s
been no different this week.
Unfortunately, it does mean our
children can come in from playtime
both muddy and wet. Can all
parents make sure children have a
change of clothes in school at all
times or water proof clothing they
can change into before going out. 

This week Hedgehogs had a great
experience at Rosemoor exploring
how plants grow. This trip helped to
enrich our science curriculum and
was a great learning experience for
the children. If you are able to,
please take the time to log on to
Arbor and contribute towards the
cost of educational visits otherwise
they cannot happen. If you’re
experiencing financial difficulties
feel free to talk to me or Emily in
confidence. We do our utmost to
support families through challenging
times. 
 
Next week, the governors are visiting
the school on Monday to observe our
fantastically rich curriculum.
Ladybirds have an exciting week as
they have an Animal Encounters
workshop on Wednesday and Mr
Northmore is running a parent open
morning on Thursday. Please come if
you are available.

Finally, I’d like to say how proud we
are of Bethany in Owls and Alice in
Otters for their charity work over the
last few weeks. Bethany raised
money for the Princess Trust by
donating 15 inches of her own hair
and Alice raised money for the RSPB
by selling badges at school. Well
done girls, you are a shining example
of the caring citizens we aim to
develop at Beaford.

George Myers
 

Life, Love and Learning to the full 
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TThis week the children in Owls have been
learning about decimals in maths. They’ve
learnt to recognise tenths, hundredths and
thousandths in the place value system and
to represent them as fractions. In English,

the have started to write a non-
chronological report on Dragons. In Pe, they
had their first basketball lesson and learnt

dribbling skills. For Religion the children
have been learning about the importance

of Easter to Christians and acted out
sections of the Easter story as shown in the

photos. 

In Ladybirds this week it has been creepy and
crawly as the children have begun their

learning about bugs and minibeasts. We have
discussed what makes a bug a certain type of
bug, where we can find them, how they help us

and have also learned a song based on the
body parts of an insect. We have been creating

our own bugs using our junk modelling and
overcoming obstacles along the way. The

nursery children have also created their own
Andy's adventure HQ in the role play areas

where they are off on adventures researching
different bugs and insects. Next week, we will

be looking at Superworm, Spinderella and
other fiction texts.

 

Otters have had a very busy week back from
the holiday . In our topic we have been

learning about where in the world there are
major mountain ranges. We have been learning
how to perform poetry and starting to write our

own shape poems (calligrams). In maths we
have been learning to measure and compare

lengths. In RE we used drama to learn the story
of Easter and in computing we have started

writing our own computer code. We are
continuing our French with a new sequence of
learning which features real French speakers!
Well done Otters for an excellent first week of

the new half term!

Otters

Ladybirds

Owls

Hedgehogs have immersed themselves into
their new topic, 'The Scented Garden'. They
went to Rosemoor on Tuesday and looked at

seed germination, planted their own pea
seeds and went on a plant discovery walk.
They have been sketching camellias and

daffodils in art and have learned some new
techniques when making observational
drawings. Hedgehogs have looked at

how we pay attention to details, texture and
scale. In maths the children have enjoyed
some length investigations and have been
thinking carefully about their explanations. 

Hedgehogs



Ladybirds Elsie for creating junk modelling bugs.
Rosie for her hard work and effort in all of her learning.

Hedgehogs Matilda and Arlo for their effort and perseverance when making an observational drawing of
a daffodil and camellia. 

Otters George for his effort and perseverance with his reading. George reads with great focus and
enthusiasm and thinks hard about the meaning of the text. Well done George!

Owls Liam has done so well this week. He has really managed distractions well which has helped
him produce some outstanding work across the curriculum.

Ladybirds Jack for being kind and helpful towards the other children.

Hedgehogs Georgina for being so thoughtful and kind and thinking of others on a daily basis. 

Otters
Alice for setting a fantastic example to other children around the school. Alice moves
around the school sensibly and respectfully. She is always ready for learning. Well done

Alice!

Owls
Finley is an outstanding role model at the school. He’s always supporting his friends to
make the right decision and working hard in his lessons. This week he also helped out in

Ladybirds at lunchtime.

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE
This week awarded to 

Contribution Certificates 
awarded to 

Mr George Myers
Head of school

Opal Goes to the Fort Builders. The children have spent all week constructing and repairing a
fort on the playground.
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Reception - 95%     Otters- 94% 
Hedgehogs - 97%      Owls - 94%

Breakfast & After School Club

Breakfast Club (Mon- Friday) 8.00am - 8.45am
After School Club (Mon - Thurs) 3.30pm - 5.00pm

£4.00 per session
Pupil Premium eligible children receive a 50% Discount

Payment is through Arbor. 
Don’t forget, you can use Tax Free Childcare to pay for Breakfast and After

School Clubs. Click here to apply for an account

Monday Owls 

Wednesday Otters

Friday
Reception & Hedgehogs

& Owls

Reception and Nursery 2 
Zoo Visit

Our Reception and Nursery 2 children are
looking forward to their Exmoor Zoo visit on
the 21st March. Please don’t forget to sign

into your Arbor accounts to pay the
voluntary donation for this trip.

Thank you!

PE Days 

On the day that your child has PE, please
make sure they come to school in their PE
Kits and have a change of clothes should

they need them.

Monday 
Pork Sausages / Toad in the

Hole
V – Vegetarian Sausages
Creamed Potato & Mixed

Veg

Peach Melba

Tuesday
Beef Lasagne 

V – Vegetarian Lasagne
Crusty Bread, Peas &

Carrots

Lemon Drizzle Cake

Wednesday
Roast Gammon

V – Broccoli & Cheese Bake
Roast Potatoes &

Cauliflower, Carrot &
Suede

Fruit Platter

Thursday
BBQ Chicken

V -  Macaroni Cheese
Rice and Seasonal Veg

 

Iced  Vanilla Sponge

Friday
Salmon Fish Cakes
V – Cheese Wheels

Golden Fries & Baked
Beans

Chocolate Cracknel

Menu

Attendance This Week

Year 4 Swimming

Our Year 4's have started
swimming this week.  If you

haven’t done so already,
please don’t forgot to log into
Arbor to pay your voluntary

donations toward the
swimming pool hire and

travel.
Thank you for your support.

Change of Clothes

Don’t forget to send your
child in with a clean change of 
clothes. We are running out of

spares in school and cannot
always provide dry garments
for children to change into. 

Unclaimed FSM vouchers

If you receive Free School Meal holiday
vouchers, please make sure you have used
them before the 29th February as they will

expire!

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare
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Leavers Hoodies

Friends of Beaford are very
kindly arranging our Leavers

Hoodies again this year. Please
don’t forget to let the school
office or class teacher know

your size and colour choice by
Wednesday 28th February

Otter’s Class 
Volcano Projects

OPAL Fort Builders

Well done to the fort builders for their fantastic
imaginative play outside this week!



The School Office
Emails are only monitored between 8.30am - 12.30pm.

If you need to speak to someone urgently please call the school number 01805
603263. If no one answers, please leave a message and someone will contact

you as soon as they can.
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D A T E S
f o r  y o u r  d i a r y

3rd January
1st Day of Spring Term

28th February
Reception Class Mini

Beast encounter

29th February
Reception Reading

Workshop

7th March 
Tempest Photography

Class Photos

8th March
World Book Day Dress

Up

8th March
Girls Year 3/4 Football

at Tarka Tennis

11th March
Maths Event at Pilton

Bluecoat

13th March
Reception Maths

Workshop

18th March
Hedgehogs &

Reception 
Storm in a Teapot
Theatre in School

21st March
Reception to 
Exmoor Zoo 

29th March
Easter Holiday Starts

Pancake 
Day 
2024



30 Hours/Working Entitlement Funding

IMPORTANT MESSAGE – DO NOT MISS OUT ON WORKING ENTITLEMENT
FUNDING!

The working entitlement funding for 2, 3 and 4 year-olds is available for eligible
families. It is important that if you have a child who will be 2 or 3 years old before

31st March or if your circumstances have changed, that you apply to HMRC
(Childcare Service) now.

Please set-up or visit your Gateway Account immediately to apply or reconfirm.
If you are unsure if you are entitled to the working entitlement, please check the

Eligibility Criteria.

It is important that you allow good time as any queries with new applications or
reconfirmations could cause delays and any codes issued in April 2024 will not
be funded in summer term 2024. Any start dates from 1st April 2024 will not be
funded until autumn term 2024 and only then if you reconfirm by 31st August

2024.

If you have a code that needs to be reconfirmed, this should also be completed
now, and if you are unsure, it is your responsibility to log into your Gateway

Account and check. If you are newly eligible or are given a new code at
reconfirmation, you need to take your 11-digit code to your provider who will

complete a verification check and then confirm your funded space.

When eligibility ends, children who have accessed the working entitlement can
continue to access their entitlement in the grace period. However, new children,
who are 2 or 3 years old before 31st March, or start at a new setting, cannot start
to use the working entitlement funding in the grace period if they are no longer

eligible.

As part of the eligibility check with HMRC, you will be asked if you would like to
register for Tax Free Childcare. You cannot register for Tax Free Childcare if you

are in receipt of Universal Credit, Tax Credits or Childcare Vouchers. If you do
register, your benefits may be stopped, and it can take several weeks to

reinstate.

If you have problems accessing the system or completing your check, please call
the HMRC Helpdesk on 0300 1234 097 (your provider and Devon County Council

cannot assist with new applications or reconfirmations).

You may be able to access further help with childcare costs. Please visit the
Childcare Choices Website for more information.

 

https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/trialmessage
https://www.gov.uk/check-eligible-free-childcare-if-youre-working?step-by-step-nav=f517cd57-3c18-4bb9-aa8b-1b907e279bf9
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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